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Registration fee is $50 and is limited to 40 ETFO 
members in year one to five of their career.

Expenses paid per ETFO provincial guidelines 
for travel, double accommodation, meals and 
dependent care.  Release time is not required 
for this event.

February 2-3, 2018

ETFO provincial office

Registration deadline is  
December 11, 2017.

Registration
Participants must be in year one to five of their teaching career 
to be eligible to attend this conference. Priority will be given 
to members who self-identify and who are currently working 
in a Kindergarten Program. Local representation from across 
the province will be ensured. Please visit the ETFO Events 
Management System at events.etfo.org and click on the Building 
and Strengthening Partnerships in the Kindergarten Program 
Conference tab. Please have your ETFO membership number 
available.

Selected participants will be notified shortly after the registration 
deadline date to confirm their attendance. For more information 
about this conference, please contact Phyllis Hession-White, 
ETFO provincial office, 1-888-838-3836 extension 2254 or 
phessionwhite@etfo.org.

Any materials distributed at 
ETFO events must receive prior 

approval by the ETFO staff 
member coordinating the event.

Building and Strengthening Partnerships 
in the Kindergarten Program

ETFO Professional Relations Services Kindergarten Conference



Saturday, February 3, 2018
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Breakfast on your own and sign in

9:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

Workshop Session 1: 
Building and Strengthening 
Partnerships in the Kindergarten 
Program

10:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon    
Workshop Session 2: 
Supportive Professional 
Relationships with Families

12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m. Lunch

1:00 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Workshop Session 3: Technology 
in the Kindergarten Program

2:30 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. Wrap Up and Evaluations

Keynote

Dr. Kimberly Bezaire
Professor of Early Childhood 
Education 
George Brown College 

This keynote celebrates how far 
we’ve come with Ontario’s new 
Kindergarten and focuses on building 
interprofessional partnership within 
teams.  Emphasizing the well-being 

of Educators, prioritizing relationships and playing with some 
common classroom challenges, this presentation highlights the 
possibilities and potential we can explore together.

Dr. Kimberly Bezaire is a Professor at George Brown’s School of 
Early Childhood and has 28 years’ experience in the field of Early 
Childhood Education. Her research includes Interprofessional 
Roles & Relationships in Ontario’s Full-Day Kindergarten as well 
as Play-Literacy in Classrooms and Home Contexts.  Kimberly 
is dedicated to facilitating Professional Learning in the Early 
Years sector on topics including Play-Literacy, Pedagogical 
Documentation, Rethinking Common Practices - with an aim to 
support the intellectual and creative lives of Educators.

Agenda

Building and Strengthening Partnerships in the 
Kindergarten Program
This workshop will highlight a kindergarten team’s story of learning. 
Presenters will reflect on strategies that have supported their growth, 
communication and collaboration. They will share real stories, tools and 
structures that they have used to plan together as a team.

Supportive Professional Relationships with Families
Communication is essential to developing positive relations with the families 
of children in the Kindergarten Program. This workshop will focus on how to 
navigate and develop positive professional relationships with families. The 
workshop will provide members with opportunities to reflect on various ways 
to approach a variety of situations and to become aware of supports available 
through their local and ETFO.

Technology in the Kindergarten Program
This workshop will offer opportunities for participants to share the different 
types of communication tools used to observe, assess, evaluate and 
document children’s learning. A focus on communication with families 
and different tools educators use will also be shared. PRS Staff will offer 
professional advice and education around the use of technology in the 
Kindergarten classroom. 

Workshops

Friday, February 2, 2018
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Registration

6:00 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. Dinner

7:15 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Opening Remarks

7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. Keynote Address

Exploring the Potential & Possibilities 
in Kindergarten Partnerships


